Suffixes -ment, -ful, -less, -ness and ly

A suffix is an ‘ending’ used at the end of a root word to turn it into another word. Sometimes, the root word has to be changed before a

suffix is added.

Adding -ment can change a verb into a noun.

Adding -ful or -less can change verbs or nouns into adjectives.
Adding -ness can change an adjective into a noun.

Adding -ly can change an adjective into an adverb.

-ful/-less

-ment

verb or noun adjective -less
use useless
care careless
_ ' thought thoughtless
disappoint mind mindless
employ doubt doubtless

manage hope hopeless

verb
refresh
enjoy
pay

govern fear
punish help {ec{td{@
treat colour ElpLEas
colourless

agree

..[y

adjective adverb
happy gracefully

bright proudly

gloomy badly
ill quickly
sad lazily
black ang ”-L':l
ugly lightly
polite gently

silly hopelessly
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