                                      Foundation Stage Newsletter
                                              Autumn Term 2011 
Dear Parents/Carers,

As the children begin their learning journey, the Foundation Stage Team would like to extend a warm welcome to all parents as we establish our partnership with you. At this stage of the school year both children and adults are getting to know each other and the routines of the school day. The children have already experienced registration, independent snack time, outdoor play, circle time, lunch time and the cloakroom and home time routines. Hopefully during the forthcoming week we will also be changing for P.E. We hope that all clothing is named!! Our P.E. sessions are on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
It is going to be busy and the children will be tired as they become familiar with school, but we are looking forward to an exciting and rewarding term as we all learn together.

During the Autumn Term we are planning to look at the following themes:

            Me and My School

            The World Around Us

            Food and Celebrations
These themes are flexible and may be subject to change according to the children’s interests and needs.

The Foundation Stage curriculum has six areas of learning. The following is an outline of what the children will be learning in each area and ways in which you can help.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

This will be the main focus of our teaching as the children settle into school. We will be supporting the children in becoming more independent and familiar with daily routines. We will help to build their confidence to form new friendships and relationships with other children and staff.

At home:

Encourage your child to practise putting on their clothes and shoes independently, as well as fastening their coats in preparation for the colder weather.
Communication, Language and Literacy

We will be supporting and extending the children’s learning and competence in communicating, speaking and listening and early reading and writing skills. This will involve lots of practical activities to encourage the children to speak clearly, interact and communicate with others and distinguish between different sounds. We will begin our daily Phonics Program (details to follow) and encourage them to write their name and other letters.
At home:
Help your child to recognise and write their name in lower case letters.

Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy

The children will be given lots of opportunities to play with numbers through stories, games and imaginative play. We will encourage them to count, recognise and order numbers. The children will also learn to recognise shapes and discover things about them.

At home:

Play games involving numbers and counting, such as dominoes, number card games, board and dice games.
Knowledge and Understanding of the World

At home:

We will be encouraging the children’s curiosity and interest, both indoors and outdoors. The children will learn about the world around them, beginning with themselves and their immediate family and moving onto the school community and the world around them. Following on from this we will learn about different foods and familiar celebrations.

At home:
Encourage them to talk about what they see around them, to notice similarities, differences and change.

Physical Development

We will be using the outdoor area daily to develop large and fine motor skills. Our P.E. sessions will initially be outside and will focus on awareness of space and others. As the weather changes, we will use the hall to introduce the large P.E. apparatus and begin dance and “Big Moves” sessions. In the classroom their will be lots of opportunities for the children to practise pencil and scissor control.

At home:
Provide opportunities for cutting and sticking, encouraging the correct use of scissors.

Creative Development
We will provide lots of opportunities for the children to be creative including; painting, cutting and sticking, role play, small world imaginative play, model making, music and dance. We will allow the children to explore the resources available and let them CREATE!

At home:

Encourage your child to express themselves, be creative and make a mess!

Book bags need to be in school every day so that any letters or correspondence can be safely transported home. We will begin to send library books for you to share and read to your child. The children will choose new books on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
The outdoor area will be open every day, regardless of the weather; therefore it would be useful if Wellington boots and a waterproof coat were left in school.

During the term we are planning to hold curriculum information evenings for parents. Details of these are to be confirmed.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to talk to a member of the team.

Yours sincerely,

The Foundation Team

