

Year 1 Spring Term Newsletter

Dear Parents,  Carers and Children,
Happy New Year and welcome back to school. We hope you had a lovely Christmas holiday!	

We would like to share information about the work we will be covering this term and have provided you with a planning overview, (see attached sheet).  We hope that this will help you to support your child’s learning or help them find resources for the areas being studied this term. 

Clothing 
Please make sure all items of clothing are clearly labelled, including all outdoor wear and PE kit. We like to go outside to learn whenever possible, so please could children have wellies and waterproofs in school at all times so we can go out whatever the weather.
Could we please remind you that children must have plimsolls in school every day.

            Routines
We were very impressed with all the children who were coming into school by themselves at the end of term. We would like this to continue in order to further develop their independence. Please leave any messages at the door and they will be passed on.
If you do need to talk to us there will be always someone available at the end of the day and of course in the mornings for a short time. 

  Money
 Any money that is brought into school should be put in a clearly labelled envelope with the child’s name and year group. Please remember that dinner money can only be collected on a Monday morning.

Snacks
Children who opt to have milk will continue to have it at snack time. Other children will be encouraged to drink water as well as having their piece of fresh fruit or vegetable. Water is available at all times. 
   



PE                                                                         Please ensure that your child has their PE kit in school at all times as the timetable may change due to the weather and other curricular activities. It may be helpful for your child to have a tracksuit or similar warm clothing in school, as well as trainers, at this time of year.

Books and Homework
Children should continue to learn to read and spell the words on their word walls. 
Book bags will continue to be sent home every day and reading books will be changed on Monday and Friday. 
 We are very pleased and proud of the progress that your child is making in their learning and appreciate your continued support with their reading at home. We will be holding sessions about how you can help to support your child’s reading at a later date.
 
 Homework challenge
We really enjoy looking at the children’s ‘Learning Together Books’. Activities will still be sent home on a Thursday and should be returned to school the following Monday.
This term we will be doing activities to encourage ‘Speaking and Listening’. This will include discussing their ‘Learning Together’ book, sharing a poem or something they have found out at home or in school.	

Targets
We would like to share the main targets for numeracy and reading. These have been agreed as a school and will run initially until half term. These can be found on the reverse of the curriculum overview for your information.

Dates for your diary
Monday 5th March		3.30 – 6.00pm		Parents’ evening
Wednesday 7th March	3.30 – 7.00pm		 Parents’ evening
 Tuesday 27th March	            9.15am	            1AP class assembly
 	         Friday 30th March	         9.30am                      Easter service in Church
                   
We are really looking forward to another enjoyable term with your child. 
If you have any queries please feel free to come in and ask! Otherwise we look forward to seeing you on Parents’ evening.
 
Many thanks again for your continued support and to those parents who have been able to offer to help with readers.

Year 1 team



Literacy: Children will continue to develop their phonic skills to enable them to become more independent readers and writers. They will focus on different styles of writing – with the main focus being on constructing interesting sentences and linking ideas. Wherever possible this will be linked to our topic work. The children will also be finding out more about the alphabet and matching lower and upper case letters.

Numeracy: Children will continue to build on their knowledge of the number system. As well as encouraging them to know number facts for all numbers to 20, we will be focusing on the use of number lines to solve problems, especially subtraction. We will investigate 3D shape, collect and sort data and count in2s, 10s and 5s, initially to 20.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World: Children will find out about houses and homes, comparing their home with those from the past. They will find out about where they live, know their address and discover more about Market Harborough. This will link to our work on sorting and classifying materials – what are buildings made from and why? We shall also be learning about light and dark.

RE & PHSE: We shall begin the term with ‘Going for Goals’ – setting ourselves challenges and aiming to do well. Later in the term children will celebrate why it is ‘Good to be Me’ and understand that we all have talents and things to be proud of. In RE children will think about what it means to be a Christian, stories Jesus told and the Easter story. We will also be finding out about Hinduism.


Physical Education: This term we shall be focusing on how our body moves through dance and gymnastics. Children will focus on using movement to communicate their ideas and feelings. We will look at travelling and being still. Where possible we will go outside and develop ball skills and the children are always active at playtimes. We will also continue our BIG Moves programme.


Art & Music: Children will continue to develop fine motor skills through cutting, drawing and painting. They will explore different techniques using a variety of media.  They will design and make a house / shelter as part of our topic work. In music the children will continue to experiment with a variety of instruments and sounds. 

ICT: Children will develop their keyboard skills. They will learn to use a word bank to select and add text in order to present text in a variety of ways. They will also have access to audio equipment and the digital camera.



Reading: 

· Step 1:	I can talk about stories; main characters and events.
                I can talk about information found in non-fiction books;

Step 2:    I can find main events, characters and information in a text;

Step 3:	I can discuss plot and characters. 
I can find information from sections   in a text using contents, index, page numbers, captions and headings.


Writing:

· Step 1:	I can produce ideas for a story;
	
· Step 2:	I can choose interesting words from a word bank;

· Step 3:	I can find, choose and select interesting words to use in my writing.


Numeracy:

· Step 1:	I can subtract numbers below 10 by showing jumps on a completed  
                number line;
e.g. 7 people were on a bus. 3 got off. How many were left on the bus?

· Step 2:	I can subtract numbers below 20 by counting on / back, using a   
	completed number line;
e.g. There were 14 bananas on a tree. A monkey took 8! How many bananas were left?

· Step 3:	I can find a small difference between any 2-digit numbers by 
	counting on, using an empty number line.	
	e.g. What is the difference between 37 and 48? 
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