Welcome to Year 1
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Dear Parents, Carers and Children,

Welcome to Year 1! We hope you all had a good summer holiday.


At the start of Year 1 we use a similar learning approach to Foundation, and then gradually incorporate the Year 1 curriculum when children are ready – usually after Christmas.  Each term we will send home an information letter about our learning for the term, which we hope will help you to support your child’s learning or help them find resources for the areas they are studying. 
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Clothing 

Please make sure all items of clothing are clearly labelled, including all outdoor wear and PE kit. We like to go outside to learn whenever possible, so please could children have wellies and waterproofs in school at all times so we can go out whatever the weather.
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Routines

To begin with, we encourage you to settle your child into class as you did in Foundation, but we’ve been very impressed by how well the children are settling in the mornings; some even come in by themselves already!  Thank you for your patience at the end of the day, as we get to know which child goes home with which parent!
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Toilets

Children can go to the toilet whenever they need to. They wear a band when they go and we insist that they tell an adult where they’re going.
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Children have morning play, afternoon play and a longer playtime after lunch. Whenever possible we use all the space available, including the ball court, the field and the wildlife area. Children have a choice of equipment to play with.
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Money

Any money brought into school should be in an envelope clearly labelled with your child’s name and class.  Please remember that dinner money can only be collected on a Monday morning.
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Children who opt to have milk will continue to have it at snack time. Other children will be encouraged to drink water as well as having their piece of fresh fruit or vegetable. Water is available at all times, and we like the children to have a named water bottle so that they can have a drink more easily.  We will send it home each day for washing.
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Children have two timetabled sessions for PE on Monday and Wednesday, and they need appropriate kit - shorts, t-shirt and plimsolls – in school at all times. It would be helpful if they could also have trainers and warm clothing for outdoor PE. We do ‘Take 10’, a programme which gives the children a quick burst of exercise for a few minutes every day, and will continue to work on the Big Moves programme as part of PE.  Please could you make sure that your child has ‘playing out’ clothes in school for our Friday afternoon field adventure – old clothes and shoes that can get dirty and protect arms and legs as we crawl, scramble and get moving on the field!
[image: image9.wmf]   Books and Homework
As in Foundation, your child will be encouraged to choose their own reading books from the relevant level, and these should be brought to school every day in their book bags.

Your child should carry on learning the sounds in their Sound Books and learn to read the key words they are given. Your child’s progress will be monitored and they will be given new words when they are ready. 

Book bags will be sent home every day and reading books will be changed on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. We will let you know our day for visiting the school library so that you know when to return the books. Please continue to share books with your child and encourage them to talk about the pictures and what is happening in the story.
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We really enjoyed looking at your child’s ‘Learning Together’ book from Foundation - we will carry on using the idea in Year 1. Activities will be sent home on a Thursday and should be returned to school the following Monday, when children will share their work with the class. 
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Children will receive merits for good work and behaviour. Your child will get a Bronze Certificate for 50 merits, a Silver one for 100, a Gold for 200 and a Double Gold Certificate for 400 merits.  Each week one child from each class will be ‘Star of the Week’ and receive a certificate in assembly.

Targets

We would like to share our main targets for reading, writing and numeracy. Literacy targets will last for the term; numeracy for the half term. 

Reading

Step 1

I can join in stories and rhymes with patterned language, repeated words and   phrases.

Step 2

I can explore and enjoy patterned language and repetitive texts.
Step 3

I can say what I like about stories and rhymes with patterned language and repeated phrases.

Writing

Step 1

I can say a simple sentence.

I can write my own name, using a capital letter.

Step 2

I can write a simple sentence.

I can start my sentence with a capital letter and finish with a full stop.

Step 3

I can write a simple sentence and join some sentences with and, but.

I use capital letters and full stops properly in my sentences.

I use question marks at the end of a question sentence.

Numeracy
Step 1
I can read and write numerals 1 to 9.

I can order a given set of numbers.

Step 2

I can read, write and order numbers to at least 20 and position them on a number line.

Step 3

I can read and write whole numbers to at least 100 and know what each digit represents.

I can order whole numbers to at least 100 and position them on a number line and 100 number square.

We are really looking forward to an enjoyable term with your children. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to come in and ask, either at the end of the day or for a short time in the morning.
Miss A. Pickett & Miss C. Booth

Year 1 Teachers
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Year 1 Topic –


Who am I?





Music


Children will be experimenting with different types of instruments, the sounds they make and how they can be played. They will develop an understanding of tone, pitch and rhythm.





ICT


Labelling and Classifying


Children will begin to develop their knowledge of how to use ICT across the curriculum.  They will be given the opportunity to use school laptops as well as the classroom computers and the class’s interactive whiteboards.  They will also use a variety of audio and video recording equipment.





Knowledge and Understanding


Who am I?





Children will be learning about their families, who they live with, and where they live.  They will also learn about forming friendships and will be encouraged to think about their behaviour towards others.  They will also learn about their bodies and their sense, particularly sounds and hearing.  They will conduct a range of experimental and investigative work to explore the world around them.  They will also learn that humans move and grow and how to care for all living things.





Art


The children will be investigating different painting techniques including bubble, splatter, sponging and finger painting.


They will also be developing their cutting skills through collages and textile work.





Literacy


Children will build on their phonic skills from Foundation Stage to become more independent readers and writers.  Phonic sessions will continue to introduce new sounds as well as practising those previously learnt.  We will be focusing on different types of poetry, familiar stories and writing labels and captions.  Wherever possible this will be linked to our topic work. 





Numeracy


Children will continue to build upon their knowledge of numbers through counting and simple addition and subtraction.  Our numeracy work will be linked to our topic work through sorting and collecting data about themselves.





P.E.


Children will explore basic body actions and use different parts of their body to move.  


They will create and repeat short dances inspired by themes such as clowns, penguins and folk dance.  Children will think about how to use movement to explore and communicate ideas and issues, and their own feelings and thoughts.





Ball Skills


Children will practise ball skills through throwing and catching, aiming, rolling and will be encouraged to make their own rules for new games.








