Year 4 

Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to a new academic year and to year 4!  Every new term we will be sending you a newsletter to inform you of the term ahead.
[image: image1.wmf]Year 4 staff would like to request your support in our aim to develop the independence and maturity of our students.  One of the ways we feel parents and carers could support us is through a new procedure in bringing and collecting your child.  We would ask that children are left to come into the school building and cloakroom by themselves and that parents leave and collect them from outside the school doors.  Obviously if you need to speak to the class teacher or any school staff concerning any issues please still feel free to do so.
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During this first term the year 4 teachers have decided not to allow pencil cases to be brought into school. We feel it is important to build upon their handwriting skills with the pencils and pens provided in school. However, we will review this at the end of term and let you know if this policy is to change after Christmas.
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In year 4 we will have a weekly spelling test.  The new spellings will be given out on a Monday morning and the test will take place on the Friday morning.  We ask for your help at home by supporting your child in helping them to practice these.  We would also ask if you could listen to your child read during the week and record this in their orange reading record books.
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   PE kit should be brought in at the beginning of the week. This should consist of plain t-shirt and shorts with warmer outdoor kit as appropriate.  Trainers must be worn outdoors.  
Homework is given out on a Friday, and it will be Literacy, Numeracy or topic based.  Students will be rewarded with merits for returning completed homework

by the following Thursday.
This term’s work

Our main theme for the autumn term is ‘Invaders and Settlers’. Below you will find details of the themes we will be covering this term.

	Literacy and Numeracy
	Ongoing skills taken from the new national strategies 

	Science
	Keeping warm & solids and liquids

	ICT
	Writing for different audiences & Developing images using repeating patterns.

	RE
	Diwali & Christmas & Harvest 

	Art
	Building of ongoing skills, including clay

	Music
	Building of ongoing skills, including rhythm and rhyme

	PSHEC
	New beginnings

	PE
	Invasion games & Gymnastics

	Geography & History
	Main theme – Romans and Celts including settlements


We hope this will be of some help to you.  Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries.
Our new layered curriculum targets for this term are:

Reading: To be able to recognise figurative language  (similes, metaphors, alliteration, personification and onomatopoeia) in poems. 
Writing: To be able to use adjectives and adverbs to make writing more interesting. To use capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks, question marks and commas in a list. To begin to use speech marks. 
Maths: To be able to read, write and order positive and negative numbers. To know the value of each digit in whole numbers and decimal numbers.
Miss Taylor & Miss Bodycote
